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Remember to look for: 
• Short, rounded bill on round head 
• White patch on head with no edge 
• White sides and black wings 
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• Pointed wings 
• Forked tail 
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• Typically have long legs, long bills and 

long necks to help them forage while 
keeping their body dry. 
 

• Eat fish, amphibians, or insects that live 
on the shore or in the shallows. 
 

• Forage in a variety of habitats. 
 

Shore 

Rocks 

Mud 

Water 

Vegetation 73 
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Great Blue Heron 
Curved neck while flying so 

head held close to body 

Dark Gray 
body with 
long neck 

White face with 
Blue-Gray cap 

cm 

What makes 
HIM so great… 

Sensitive Species 
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Curved neck while 
flying so head held 

close to body 

Straight neck while 
flying so head held 

away from body 
76 



Sandhill Crane 

White face 
with Red cap 

cm 

Straight neck while 
flying so head held 

away from body 

Reddish 
body in 
summer 

Gray body 
Fall-Spring 

Loud rattling bugle 

Sensitive Species 
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Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis)

Neil Gilbert

xeno-canto

Gruidae

12.048

eng - 
XC107471 © Neil Gilbert // Flat Iron Lake Preserve, Oakfield, Kent County, Michigan, United States // 250m // 08:19h, 2012-06-29 // Call // Nervous adult with young nearby.TCOP�������2012 Neil GilbertWCOP���1��http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/WOAF������http://xeno-canto.org/107471���





Whooping Crane 

Red-Black cap 
and face 

cm 

Juveniles 
have Reddish 
body 

White 
body in 
adults 

Straight neck while 
flying so head held 

away from body 

Larger than 
Sandhill Crane 

Trumpet-like call 

AT RISK SPECIES 
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Whooping Crane (Grus americana)

Bill Evans

xeno-canto

Gruidae

24.16335

eng - 
XC38536 © Bill Evans // Matagorda Island, Texas (28.228483, -96.644669), United States // 5m // ?h, 1996-04-08 // Call // Two adults vocalizing with juvenile presentTCOP�������1996 Bill EvansWCOP���1��http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/WOAF������http://xeno-canto.org/38536������





Crane Style! 
Sandhill vs Whooping 

Red cap 

White 
cheek 

Gray body 

Red-Black 
cap and 
cheek 

White 
body 
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Greater Yellowlegs 

cm 

Distinct Yellow legs 

Gray body and 
white belly 

Streaky sides 
in Adult 
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Lesser Yellowlegs 

cm 

Distinct Yellow legs 

Gray body and 
white belly 

Shorter bill 
than Greater 

Yellowlegs 
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Greater 
Lesser 

Short and sweet 
“To” or “To To” 

Longer, Sounds like 
“Pew pew pew” 
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Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca)

Daniel Lane

xeno-canto

Scolopacidae

3.2130651

eng - 
XC86058 © Daniel Lane // Ventanilla Beach, Lima dept. (-11.872, -77.1551), Peru // 1m // 12:00h, 2011-08-13 // call // Flight call from an a bird (age not noted) as it moved with a group of Himantopus mexicanus. Flooded parking lot by beach. // also:  Black-necked Stilt, KilldeerTCOP�������2011 Daniel LaneWCOP���1��http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/WOAF������http://xeno-canto.org/86058�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������




Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes)

manuel Grosselet

xeno-canto

Scolopacidae

5.799198

eng - 
XC84380 © manuel Grosselet // Minatitlan, refineria de SAnta Alejandrina, Veracruz   (18.002407, -94.565334), Mexico // 10m // 8:28 Amh, 2011-07-30 // call // noise of refinery in back, calls when take offTCOP�������2011 manuel GrosseletWCOP���1��http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/WOAF������http://xeno-canto.org/84380





Upland Sandpiper 

Mottled 
brown 

Long speckled 
neck  

cm 

More land 
associated 

83 

Short, slightly 
curved bill 

Sensitive Species 



Spotted Sandpiper 
Aug-Mar Apr-Aug 

Brown spots 
on chest and 

belly Pale white 
chest 

cm 

Solid Brown back 

84 



Small Sandpipers 
Semipalmated 

Sandpiper 

cm 

Mottled Brown top 
Short, thick Black bill 

85 

Least 
Sandpiper 

White-rumped 
Sandpiper 

Ugh…I better 
check the 
guide 15 

times 



Killdeer 

cm 

Two Black 
bands on 

breast 

Bright 
red eye 

Red patch on 
tail 

Brown top, 
White bottom, 
and Black bill 

High pitched “Kill De-er” 
or “Kill the Deer” 
Much like what I say 

when hunting 86 


Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus)

Daniel Lane

xeno-canto

Charadriidae

25.051533

eng - 
XC102212 © Daniel Lane // Richfield River Silt area, East Baton Rouge Parish, LA (30.347, -91.218), United States // 30m // 8:40h, 2012-05-27 // call // Flight calls, probably in response to my presence as two birds flew around a flooded borrow pit amid Salix riparian vegetation. // also:  Red-winged Blackbird, Purple Martin, Northern Cardinal, Indigo Bunting, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Yellow-breasted ChatTCOP�������2012 Daniel LaneWCOP���1��http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/WOAF������http://xeno-canto.org/102212��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������





Semipalmated 
Plover 

cm 

Black “mask” 
with short, 

Black tipped 
Orange bill 

Red patch on 
tail 

Breeding Adult 
(Mar-Sep) 

Nonbreeding Adult 
(Sep-Mar) 

One Black band 
on breast 

Paler, with Brown 
“mask” 

Smaller and stubbier 
than Killdeer 

Call is a high 
pitched “Chew-
Eat” 

87 


Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus)

Ciro Albano

xeno-canto

2006

Charadriidae

10.553494

eng - 
XC7317 © Ciro Albano // IcapuÃ, CearÃ¡ State (-4.7334, -37.4501), Brazil // 0m // 11:25h, 2006-09-09 // call





Black-bellied 
Plover 

cm 

Male 

Female 

Breeding Adult 
(Apr-Sep) 

Nonbreeding Adult 
(Aug-Apr) 

Black “Armpit” 

Black face, 
chest, and 

belly 

Patchier front 
Black in 
female 

Patchy Black 
and white 

back 

Mottled Gray 
and White 

88 



American Golden 
Plover 

cm 

NO Black “Armpit” 

Gold, Black, 
and White 

back  

Nonbreeding Adult 
(Sep-Apr) 

Breeding Adult  
(Apr-Sep) 

Black face, 
chest, and 

belly 

Mottled Gray 
and White 

Darker top 

Slightly smaller than 
Black-bellied Plover 
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Yellow Rail 

cm 

Yellow stripes 
on back 

Yellow 
Front 

Yellow 
bill 

White patch 
on wing 

90 



Sora 
Juvenile (Jul-Nov) 

cm 

Bright 
Yellow 

bill 

Black front, Gray 
sides and Cheek 

Mottled brown 
back 

Sensitive Species 
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Wilson`s 
Phalarope 

cm 

Breeding Adult  
(Apr-Jul) 

Nonbreeding Adult  
(Aug-Apr) 

Female 

Male 

Thin, needle-like bill 

Black eye and 
neck stripe 

Larger than Red-necked 
Phalarope 

Red back of the neck 

92 



Red-necked 
Phalarope 

cm 

Breeding Adult  
(Apr-Jul) 

Nonbreeding Adult  
(Aug-Apr) 

Female 

Male 

Thin, needle-like bill 

Bright Red neck 
in Female. 

More drab in 
Male 

Dark cap and 
eye stripe 

93 



American Bittern 

cm 

Long, streaky 
brown neck 

Heron-like, 
but much smaller 
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Wilson’s Snipe 

cm 

Long, 
thin bill 

Cream colored stripes on back 

Easily blends into 
vegetation  

95 
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Curved neck 
while flying 
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• Scour plants and tree bark for 

insects and seeds. 
 

• Methodically pick over an area 
using quick jerky movements 
and short flights. 
 

• Forage mainly in vegetated 
areas. 
 

•  Woodpeckers, warblers, 
nuthatches, etc. 
 

104 



105 

• Swiftly fly and catch insects 
on the wing. 
 

• Often fly low above the water 
where insects are. 
 

• Swallows 



106 

• Use beak to peck insects, 
fruit, seeds, and worms.  
 

• Often forage on the ground. 
 

• Sparrows, blackbirds, robins, 
buntings, etc. 



107 

• Eat a wide variety of food based on 
opportunity. (Carrion, fresh meat, fish, 
garbage, fruit, nuts, seeds, and insects). 
 

• Gulls, crows, ravens, jays, and magpies. 
Bald Eagles often scavenge too. 



108 

• Actively hunt mammals, birds, reptiles, or 
fish. 
 

• Often seen perching in open areas while 
searching for prey. 
 

• Dive steeply to catch prey with sharp talons. 
 

• Owls, Hawks, Falcons, Eagles, and Ospreys. 
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Begin by categorizing the foraging guild 

Dabblers 

Divers 
Waders 

This is the least amount of detail you’ll be forced 
to identify 

110 



111 

• Feed at or near the surface of the water, particularly 
near the shallows. 
 

• Often seen in “bottom up” position 
 

• Eat vegetation or insects that live in the shallows. 
 

• Females ducks are often mottled brown. 
 

• Geese, swans, and coots. 
 



• Dive below the surface of the water to feed. 
 

• Disappear below the surface, but resurface soon after. 
 

• Eat fish, mollusks, or insects that live below the surface, 
often near the bottom. 

 
• Ducks, mergansers, grebes, loons, pelicans, terns, and 

cormorants. 
 

112 



 
• Long legs, long bills and long necks to help them forage 

while keeping their body dry. 
 

• Eat fish, amphibians, or insects that live on the shore or 
in the shallows. 
 

• Forage in a variety of habitats. 
 

• Herons, cranes, yellowlegs, sandpipers, plovers, rails, 
and phalaropes. 
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